By David C. Martin 


Associated Press 


Former CIA director 
John A. McCone has flatly 
denied knowledge of any 
agency plot to assassinate 
Cuban Premier Fidel Cas- 
tro or any other foreign 
official. 

“To my knowledge 
there’s nothing that was 
brought to my attention 
that involves any atternpt 
against Castro or any other 
person during my tenure of 
office,” he said yesterday 
in a telephone interview. 

“T had frequent meetings 
with’ the President and 
Robert Kennedy and with 
others who were concerned 
about Cuba and ... at no 
time at any of those meet- 
ings was any mention made 
of the assassination of 
Castro.” ; 

He headed the agency 
from 196! to 1965 under the 
late Presidents John F. 
Kennedy -and Lyndon B. 


: Johnson. Robert F. Kenne- 


: Bay of Pigs, 


dy was attorney general 
during his brother’s admin- 
istration and during the 
early Johnson years. 


TIME MAGAZINE this 
week cited ‘credible 
sources” as saying ‘‘the 
CIA enlisted the expert 
hired-gun help of U.S. 
Mafia figures in several 
unsuccessful attempts to 
kill Castro both before and 
shortly after the CIA-plan- 
ned Bay of Pigs invasion of 
Cuba in 196}.” 

Two former aides. to Rob- 
ert Kennedy, Adam Wa- 
linsky and Peter B. 
Edelman, have said he told 
them he learned of and 
stopped a CIA effort to use 
the Mafia to kill Castro 
prior to the Bay of Pigs. 

McCone, who took over 
the agency following the 
said he de- 


: veloped a close relationship 
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with Robert Kennedy while 
CIA director and that ‘it 
would have been the most 
natural thing in the world” 
for Kennedy to have told 
him of the incident 


MCCONE said he based 
his comments on his own 
recollection and on a search 
of his files made after news 
reports linking the CIA and 
the Mafia to assassination 
plots against Castro. He at- 
tributed reports of CIA in- 
volvement to bitter ex-em- 
ployes of the agency. 

Walinsky and Edelman 
said Kennedy told them in 
1967 that while chief counsel 
to a Senate committee 
investigating organized 
crime in the late 1950s, he 
learned of the plot in ques- 
tioning a Las Vegas 
mobster. 

“It was unclear whether 
the arrangement had been 
made by someone associat- 
ed with the agency or 
whether there was any offi- 
cial sanction within the 
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agency,'’ Edelman said. 
Walinsky said Kennedy had 
received ‘‘assurances in 


writing” from the CIA that ; 


the plot had been aborted. 


BUT Kenneth O’Donnell, 
who was assistant chief 
counset to the committee 
and later White House chief 


of staf, said he never heard , 


Castro..And Carmine, Belli- 
no, a chief investigator for 
the rackets committee who 
said he was present during 
ali Kennedy's interviews 
with gangland figures, said 


‘any mention of a plot to kill. 


he could not recall mention | 


of such a plot. 


“Bobby had_no Secrets | 


from me,’ 


* O'Donnell said : 


of his years-on the rackets . 


committee. "I lived in his 
house for two years’? and 
“there wasn’t a memo that 
went through the commit- 
tee that I didn’t see.”’ 

“My knowledge is first 
hand,’’ QO’Donnell said, 
‘and I would like to think 
that ... you’re going to con- 
sider what I say as oppesed 
to Walinsky and Edelman.” 


HOWEVER, he added: - 


“To say that somebody in 
the CIA didn’t give some- 


body fifty bucks and say - 


here go knock off (Domini- 
can Republic dictator Ra- 
fael) Trujillo, that I can’t 
0. 


The late Allen Dulles 
headed the CIA at the time 
Kennedy was chief counsel 
to the Senate committee. 
His top aide, Richard Bis- 
sell, said he never discuss- 
ed a Castro assassination 
plot with Kennedy and that 
it was “inherently unlikely” 
that the agency, then under 


the contro] of a Republican - 


administration, would pro- 
vide written assurances to a 
Democratically controlied 
committee that such a plot 
had been aborited.- 
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